
 
What to do today 

 
 
 
 

 
1. Read two of the Newspaper Reports about fish with accents 
• Choose two of the Newspaper Reports about fish with accents 

and read them carefully. You can choose to read 1 and 3 or you 

could read 2 and 4.  

 

2. Annotate one of the Newspaper Reports 
• Read Features to watch out for in a Newspaper Report and then 

choose one of the Newspaper Reports. Write notes on it, using 

underlining and highlighting to show the features that it 

contains.  

 

3. Answer questions about the Newspaper Reports 
• Think about the Reading Questions for your two Newspaper 

Reports. 
• Make notes about your answers on Reading Notes. 

 

3.  Now for some writing 
• Read Headline Stories. Choose at least 3 and up to 6 of the 

stories and make up pairs of headlines for them. Make one of 

your headlines serious and formal and one jokey and informal.  

 

 

Try these Fun-Time Extras 
 
• Use the Internet to find out more about the Headline Stories.  

 

• Visit www.ripleys.com and read some surprising stories there. 

Tell a grown-up about the most amazing story that you find. 

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy 
with what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
 



 



 



 



 

 



Features to watch out for in a newspaper report 
 
• Attention-grabbing headline.   

• Factual – giving information, answering the questions: Who? What?  

Where? When? How?    

• Keeping the story exciting and the pace fast so the reader does not get 

bored.   

• Clear sentences, not too long and complicated.  

• Direct quotes from witnesses or reported speech where a direct quote has 

not been obtained.   

• Short paragraphs to break up the text.  

• Clear conclusions. 

• Style – can be chatty or formal.  

Chatty 
• Direct speech. 

• Active voice to say exactly who 

did what. 

• Shorter sentences. 

• Informal language (e.g. 

contractions such as ‘don’t’ or 

‘wouldn’t’).  

Formal  
• Reported speech. 

• Passive voice to avoid saying 

who or what was the cause. 

• Longer sentences. 

• Formal language with no 

shortened forms. 

 
 
 



Reading Questions 
 

 
 



Reading Notes 
 

Purpose and Audience Style 

Clarity Reliability 



Headline Stories 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
Crazy teenager, Stian Ytterdahl from Norway, will never forget one 
particular visit to his local McDonalds restaurant – because he has had 
the receipt tattooed onto his right arm. The inked artwork features his 
order, which included a Coke, three cheeseburgers and a Happy Meal. 
 
p.214 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 
 

 

 
Madcap Li Peng from China, entertains crowds by putting live poisonous 
snakes, scorpions and spiders in his mouth before pulling them back out 
again. He trained for the trick by being locked in a room with 30 deadly 
snakes. Although he has been bitten many times, he says he has learned 
to neutralise the snakes’ venom. 
 
p. 170 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 
 

 

 
Graduate engineer, Tom Holmes from England, spent seven and a half 
hours building a free-standing domino tower from 2,688 dominoes. The 
amazing tower stood 5.3 metres tall – taller than a double decker bus. 
 
p. 174 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

Extreme athlete Franz Mueller – the Austrian Rock – used sheer muscle 
power to pull a 156.5 ton Boeing 777 airplane by rope over 14.5 m at 
Vienna Airport. He trained for five months for the feat and afterward 
described the effort of pulling the 64m plane as ‘brutal’.  
p.175 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 

 
 

 
 
At the International High Line Meeting, 22 daredevils dozed in 16 
hammocks suspended hundreds of feet in the air on Mount Piana in 
Northern Italy. The thrill-seekers attached their hammocks to a high line. 
Once nestled in their high-altitude sleeping quarters, some were so 
relaxed that they even began playing the guitar. 
 
p. 179 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 
 

 

 
 
Fire crews had to rescue unlucky 16-year-old Ella Birchenough when she 
became stuck in a storm drain while trying to retrieve her mobile phone. 
She jumped into the drain in Dover, England, after accidently dropping 
her phone down it, but then became wedged up to her waist. 
 
p.231 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 
 

 



Headlines 
 
Make up pairs of headlines.  
Make one headline jokey and informal and one headline serious and formal.  
 

 


