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Adding suffixes beginning with vowel 
letters to words of more than one syllable  

The /ɪ/ (‘i’) sound spelt y elsewhere than at 
the end of words. The /ʌ/ (‘u’) sound spelt ou.  

Prefixes 1: dis- mis- in- il- 

Prefixes 2: im- ir- auto- 

Prefixes 3: re- sub- 

Prefixes 4: inter- super- anti- 

Suffixes 1: -ation -sion 

Suffixes 2: -ly 

Suffixes 3: -ly Common Exceptions 

Suffixes 4: -sure -ture 
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Adding suffixes beginning with vowel 
letters to words of more than one syllable  

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

forgetting 

If the last syllable of a word is stressed and ends with one consonant letter which 
has just one vowel letter before it, the final consonant letter is doubled before 
any ending beginning with a vowel letter is added. The consonant letter is not 
doubled if the syllable is unstressed. 

forgetting 
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forgotten 
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The /ɪ/ (‘i’) sound spelt y elsewhere than at 
the end of words. The /ʌ/ (‘u’) sound spelt ou.  

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  
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Prefixes 1: dis- mis- in- il- 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

Most prefixes are added to the beginning of root words without any changes in 
spelling. Like un–, the prefixes dis– and mis– have negative meanings. The prefix 
in– can mean both ‘not’ and ‘in’/’into’. In the words given here it means ‘not’. 
Before a root word starting with l, in– becomes il.  
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Prefixes 2: im- ir- auto- 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

Before a root word starting with m or p, in– becomes im–. 
Before a root word starting with r, in– becomes ir–. auto– 
means ‘self’ or ‘own’. 
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Prefixes 3: re- sub- 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

re– means ‘again’ or ‘back’ 
sub– means ‘under’.  
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Prefixes 4: inter- super- anti- 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

inter– means ‘between’ or ‘among’.  
super– means ‘above’. anti– means ‘against’. 
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Suffixes 1: -ation -sion 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

The suffix –ation is added to verbs to form nouns. 
If the ending sounds like /ʒən/, it is spelt as –sion. 
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Suffixes 2: -ly 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

The suffix –ly is added to an adjective to form an adverb. The –ly suffix 
starts with a consonant letter, so it is added straight on to most root words 
unless they end with y. If the root word ends with y, the y is changed to i.  
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Suffixes 3: -ly  
Common Exceptions 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

Common exceptions: If the root word ends with –le, the –le is 
changed to –ly. If the root word ends with  –ic,  –ally is added 
rather than just  –ly (not for publicly). The words truly, duly, wholly. 
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Suffixes 4: -sure -ture 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

Words with endings sounding like /ʒə/ ‘ure’ or /tʃə/ ‘cher’. The ending sounding 
like /ʒə/ is always spelt –sure. The ending sounding like /tʃə/ is often spelt –ture, 
but check that the word is not a root word ending in (t)ch with an er ending, 
e.g. teacher, catcher, richer, stretcher.  
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