


• Children have 30mins daily discrete phonics lessons; 

• Children are taught to read by breaking down words into separate sounds

or ‘phonemes’. They are then taught how to blend these sounds together 

to read the whole word; 

• There are around 40 different sounds.









Sound buttons

rain bright

witch portrait

cake



• Every Year 1 child in the country will be taking a statutory phonics screening 

check in the same week in June.

• Children in Year 2 will also take the check if they did not achieve the required 

result when in Year 1 or they have not taken the test before. 

• The check is very similar to tasks the children already complete during phonics 

lessons. 

• The focus of the check is to provide evidence of children’s decoding and 

blending skills, not to test their vocabulary. 



• They will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend the sounds together. 

e.g. d-o-g – dog

• The check will consist of 40 words, a combination of real and 

nonsense(pseudo) words. 

• Children will be told if the word is a real or ‘alien’ word, 

with a corresponding alien image.

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+segmenting&start=83&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=4hkhmDNNH3HuvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/2012/03/07/phonics-help/&docid=Lh1Yvg-kLUVVQM&imgurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/dog-phonics-flashcard.jpg&w=630&h=400&ei=aOh9T9W9H8v58QPSi7GmDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=625&vpy=221&dur=41&hovh=179&hovw=282&tx=180&ty=82&sig=117638893342511017181&page=5&tbnh=149&tbnw=253&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:83,i:9




• Teachers will complete the check with the children one to one.

• The children will complete the check in a quiet area of the school.

• We are not allowed to say to the children at the time whether they have 

correctly sounded out and / or blended the word. 



• Children will be scored against a national standard.  

• We will let you know if they have met the standard threshold, and all 

children will receive a certificate for taking part. 

• If your child’s score falls below the national standard they can re-take the 

Phonics Screening Check in year 2.  



The screening check will take place throughout the week beginning 

• June 2020



 Don’t panic your child has been learning phonics ALL YEAR.

 Read as much as possible to and with your child. 

 Encourage and praise – get them to have a ‘good guess’. 

 If your child is struggling to decode a word, help them by encouraging them to say each 
sound in the word from left to right.

 Encourage them to use their sound buttons. 

 Blend the sounds by pointing to each one, e.g. /c/ in cat, /p/ in pat, /ng/ in sing, /ee/ in 
been. 

 Discuss the meaning of words if your child does not know what they have read.

 Children can practise their phonics by playing games online. 


