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The suffix –ous - 1 

The suffix –ous - 2 

Endings which sound like /ʃən/, 
spelt –tion, –sion, –ssion, –cian - 1 

Endings which sound like /ʃən/, 
spelt –tion, –sion, –ssion, –cian - 2 

The /k/ sound spelt ch and the /ʃ/ 
sound spelt ch. 

The /g/ sound spelt –gue, the /k/ sound 
spelt –que and the /s/ sound spelt sc. 

The /eɪ/ sound spelt ei, eigh, or ey. 
Possessive apostrophe with plural words. 

Homophones or near-homophones – 1 

Homophones or near-homophones – 2 

Homophones or near-homophones – 3 
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The suffix –ous - 1 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

poisonous 

Sometimes the root word is obvious and the usual rules apply 
for adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters. Sometimes 
there is no obvious root word. 

poisonous 
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envious 
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The suffix –ous - 2 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

–our is changed to –or before –ous is added. A final ‘e’ must be kept 
if the /dʒ/ sound of ‘g’ is to be kept. If there is an /i:/ sound before 
the –ous ending, it is usually spelt as i, but a few words have e.  
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Endings which sound like /ʃən/,  
spelt –tion, –sion, –ssion, –cian - 1 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

Strictly speaking, the endings are –ion and –ian. Clues about whether to put t, s, ss 
or c before these endings often come from the last letter or letters of the root 
word. –tion is the most common spelling. It is used if the root word ends in t 
(invent) or te (hesitate).–ssion is used if the root word ends in ss or –mit. 
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Endings which sound like /ʃən/,  
spelt –tion, –sion, –ssion, –cian - 2 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

Strictly speaking, the endings are –ion and –ian. Clues about whether to put t, s, ss 
or c before these endings often come from the last letter or letters of the root 
word. –sion is used if the root word ends in d or se. Exceptions: attend – attention, 
intend – intention. –cian is used if the root word ends in c or cs. 
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The /k/ sound spelt ch and the /ʃ/ 
sound spelt ch. 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

Words with the /k/ sound spelt ch (Greek in origin).  
Words with the /ʃ/ sound spelt ch (mostly French in origin).  
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The /g/ sound spelt –gue, the /k/ sound 
spelt –que and the /s/ sound spelt sc. 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

Words ending with the /g/ sound spelt –gue and the /k/ sound 
spelt –que (French in origin). Words with the /s/ sound spelt sc 
(Latin in origin). 
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The /eɪ/ sound spelt ei, eigh, or ey. 
Possessive apostrophe with plural words. 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

The apostrophe is placed after the plural form of the word; –s is 
not added if the plural already ends in –s, but is added if the 
plural does not end in –s (i.e. is an irregular plural – e.g. children’s). 
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Homophones or near-homophones – 1 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  
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Homophones or near-homophones – 2 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  
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Homophones or near-homophones – 3 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  
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